
Why:

    Ear ly chi ldhood suspension and expulsion 
r ates are on the r ise.  According to an ar ticle 
published on the Vanderbi l t Univer si ty websi te,  
"National studies show  that preschool-age 
chi ldren are expelled for  behavior  problems at 
three times the r ate of school-age chi ldren" 
(Brasher , 2016).  In fact, the preschool suspension 
and expulsion r ate has become so prevalent 
nationw ide that in December  of 2014, the U.S. 
Depar tment of Health and Human Ser vices and the 
U.S. Depar tment of Education issued a joint pol icy 
statement cal led Expulsion and Suspension 
Policies  in Ear ly Chi ldhood Settings.  According 
to the Joint Policy Statement, "Suspension and 
expulsion can inf luence a number  of adverse 
outcomes across development, health, and  
education."

     Although these numbers and negative impacts 
can feel over whelming at times, there are steps 
that can be taken  to r educe these rates.  A joint 
statement, published on the NAEYC website, 
enti tled Standing Together Against Suspension & 
Expulsion in Early Childhood states, "We know  
that young chi ldren thr ive in the context of 
stable, suppor tive r elationships w ith adults who 
love, teach, and care for  them. "  One way to 
establish ear ly chi ldhood environments which 
suppor t the social and emotional competency of 
young chi ldren is suppor ting teachers as they 
implement the Pyramid Model.  

What  to l ook  for :

- Chi ld-generated classroom 
rules/expectations/commitments

- Solution tool ki t (an example can be 
found here) 

- Books about emotional/social 
si tuations  (for  a book-l ist cl ick here)

Guidance:

- Suppor t teachers as they create the 
f i r st level of the Pyramid  (I f  needed, a 
teacher  checkl ist can be found here).

- Visi t/Revisi t NC Foundations for  Ear ly 
Learning and Development Modules as 
needed depending on what area the 
teacher  may need to focus.

      For  more information about suppor ting 
teachers  through the Pyramid Model 
implementation, please contact your  Regional 
Lead.  

Resour ce Links:

- Promoting Healthy Social Behaviors 
Website

- Center for Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning       
Website

-  The Pyramid Model/EC-PBIS: 
Preventing Bias, Suspensions and 
Expulsions in     Early Childhood 
Settings Webinar

Refer ence Links:

- NAEYC Joint Statement:                     
Standing Together

- U.S. DHHS & U.S DOE Joint Policy 
Statement: Expulsion and Suspension 
Policies  in Ear ly Chi ldhood Settings

- Vanderbi l t Univer si ty Ar ticle:       
Pyramid Model Could Reduce     
Preschool Expulsion Rate 

Suppor t ing Teachers

Encouraging t eachers t o prom ot e em ot ional and social sk il l  
building f rom  t he beginning of  each school year

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/modules/2006/solutionkit.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/documents/booklist.pdf
http://childcarerrnc.org/secrets/folder/030303/TeacherSEchecklist120907824.pdf
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